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The Universal Healthcare (UHC) Act is a law that seeks to reform the Philippine healthcare
system by providing ordinary Filipinos access to health care services while protecting them
from financial burden. Under this law, the Department of Health (DOH) has been designated
to build up national efforts to provide an approach to health development that emphasizes
health promotion and preventive care. For this purpose, the health system must have
competent and skilled Human Resources for Health to create strong primary care provider
networks. Occupational therapy is one of the allied health professions identified as a
primary care provider by the DOH. As a result of the passage of this law in 2019, several
policies and guidelines have been developed to strengthen and encourage public health and
primary health care in the OT curricula and to influence training programs, the licensure
examination, and continuing professional development programs. This presentation aims to
show how the profession has responded to these policies on primary health care; current
needs and challenges faced by the profession in this area; and actions taken to inform OT
practice in the Philippines regarding primary health care.

